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tooomplishmg his woric f In other words — What fur- 
nishing is needed to qualify a man to be one ol God's men 
— "a man of God'' — one of God's own agents — in 
transacting on his behalf with a self-ontlawed world f Or, 
more briefly. What is the basis of a successful ministry ? 

We return to the Interpreter's private room. We 
ask the reader to fix his eye on that picture hanging on 
the wall; the holy, calm gravity — the Sion-ward course — 
the guide-book in the hand — the heaven-directed eye— 
the compassionating appeal to the sinners whom he is 
meeting by the way — *' the treasures of Egypt " away in 
the distance behind — uid '' the prise" suspended yonder 
at ''the mark." Or, if he will, let him transfer the scene 
from the ''private room " of the allegory to the pulpit at 
Anwoth, or to "the midst of Mars' Hill," or to the 
" green brae " at Cambuslang ; and, instead of the pictured 
preacher hanging on the wall, let him constitute himself a 
hearer of Kutherford, or of Paul, or of Livingstone, or of 
Whitefield, and, leaving the public assembly, let him 
follow these men to the closet — to the study — to the 
social circle, — and he will cease to wooder, that, when 
such "vessels" are prepared, the Lord should put into 
Uiem his treasure, and manifest by means of them " the 
excellency of his power." True (and how very appalling 
the truth !), that treasure may at times be put by a sove- 
reign God even into " a vessel of wrath," which itself, 
after the strange purpose has been served by it, is fit only 
for destruction. Not less true is it, that the success of a 
veritable ambassador's ministry in a place is not always to 
be measured by the number of actual conversions. Paul 
did not always see such fruit. On the contrary, how 
often was he left to weep over a hardened and stiffnecked 
people ! The same was the experience of Rutherford, of 
Whitefield, of Stephen, of Peter, of Enoch, of Noah, of 
Isaiah. Nay, do not we find the divine Preacher himself 
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anticipatively summing up his ministry in these affecting 
words — " I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength 
for nought, and in vain V^ Still there is a real success : 
we go farther, there must be. To question it, were to 
affirm of God's handiwork in the spiritual, what none 
would venture to affirm of God's handiwork in the natural, 
kingdom, — that he works at mere random, and with no 
certain object and aim. If Harvey, from observing in 
certain blood-vessels valves so constructed as to allow the 
blood to flow in the one direction, but not in the other^ 
inferred — and inferred justly — the theory of a double 
circulation, and this simply on the ground that the all-wise 
God makes nothing in vain ; surely with equal justice may 
it be inferred, that when, in the spiritual kingdom, a 
"witness'' is found prepared — a "light'' kindled — a 
"sickle4' made sharp, there is a purpose to be accom- 
plished by it, and the purpose is to be carried through. 
He who knew the mind and heart of Grod has said con- 
cerning his ministry {apparently unsuccessful though it 
was), "Yet surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my 
work with my God ;'' — a deliverance, the truth of which, 
scene after scene in that ministry rises up before us in 
heart-rending succession to demonstrate — scenes such as 
the synagogue of Nazareth, and " the region of Decapolis," 
where, though the success did not lie in the quickening of 
many souls, yet the very anger, in the one case, which 
darted from the eye of the enraged multitude (Luke, iv. 
28, 29), and the entreaties to him, in the other, to depart 
out of their coasts, proved that the message had gone 
home, and, though resisted and repelled, would neverthe- 
less accomplish its errand (sad errand I) in clearing Jeho- 
vah of these sinners' blood.^i^ And a servant, with whom 

• If the Word is with real power, — people will fall out either 
with themselves and with their sins (as on Pentecost), or with the 
preacher (as in the case of Stephen). r .^ ^ ^ i ^ 

Digitized by VjOOv IC 
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WIS much of God's secret, has said concerning his own 
ministry, as well as concerning the ministry of the other 
preachers associated with him in the work — '^ Thanks be 
nnto God, which always causeth u$ to triumph in Christ, 
and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us 
m everyplace. For we are unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish. 
To the one we are the savour of death unto death ; and to 
the other the savour of life unto life " (2 Cor. ii. 14-16). 
But how, it may be asked, can the preacher, in the case of 
resisting and unbelieving souls, be cognizant of the fact 
that he is '^ triumphing in Christ ?'' We know we are 
dealing with an element somewhat subtle — subtle, at 
least, in the view of the mere reasoner. But, like other 
subtleties of the kingdom, we leave it in the hands of 
such as are " spiritual,'* — believing that the man in whom 
the Spirit dwells most richly, and to whom is vouchsafed 
the fullest consciousness of his heavenly commission, will 
be the foremost to recognise, in the seeming subtlety, a 
felt reality, and to own with joy his assurance that no 
message which he carries from his Master ever returns to 
him void.* 

It being, then, a law in the kingdom of grace, (a law 
not without its exceptions, — still a law, or the expression 
of a general fact,) that the basis of a successful ministry 
(successful, in the sense just explained) is the personal 
preparation of the minister, or, in other words, that a 
" vessel,*' made ready by the Lord, is used by him as a 
recipient of his " treasure,'* — it becomes a question 
infinitely momentous for every minister to consider, 
whether he be such a vessel — whether he have such a 

♦ ••I'll tell you," said Hslyburton on his death-bed, " I have 
one thought, and I abide by it ; if ministers ply their work, they 
cannot, it is true, bring persons to the Lord ; but they may m^e 
their consciences, nill-they will-they, speak for their Lord,"byGoOgle 
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personal preparation. Our brethren in the ministry must 
pardon our urgency, and our great plainness ol speech. 
We write, not as teachers, but as fellow-disciples, seeking 
to gather from our Master's lips how He would have 
his own sheep and his own lambs fed. Which of us does 
not need, on a question like this, to have bis soul stirred 
up, even though by way only of remembrance ? 

In the personal outfit of a Gk>d-fumished minister, 
there are two essential requirements. The man is sent 
(if he be sent by Ood at all, and it is of such an one only 
that we now speak) as Christ's substitute — "tn Chris f 8 
stead*' — to beseech sinners to be reconciled to God 
(2 Cor. V. 20). To represent Christ fitly in this work, 
he must possess, not only Chrisfs word, but also, and 
especially, Christ's heart. 

1. Chrisfs word or message. — What is it to possess 
that? Where did Christ get his message? From his 
Father's lips. " The only-begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.'' And where 
is Christ's ambassador to get his message f From Christ's 
lips. The needful instructions are lettered in the Word ; 
but their spirit can only be apprehended when given in 
the audience-chamber by the living* King. 

Of course, this implies that the man has the privilege 
of entree to the King's audience-chamber. And that, 
again, implies that the man has been reconciled — has 
been received into God's fellowship. Did the truths of 
Christianity resemble so many mathematical propositions, 
it were enough for the man to learn them out of books. 
But, being truths which, in their very nature, must be felt 
in order to be known, they can only be apprehended and 
grasped by the man, who, brought into God's fellowship, 
walks in God's " light." Such is the amount of that 
emphatic declaration of the Word — *^ No man can say that 
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JesQS is the Lord, bat by the Holy Ghost/' George 
Herbert has remarked, that ''the parson's library is a 
kobf lifeP Is the remark an exaggeration? Other 
bearings of a holy life on the ministerial work we shall 
notice presently; but simply as a library — as a means of 
acqairing a knowledge of Christ's message, its importance 
is incalculable. Let Calvin^ and Turretine, and Hooker, 
and Howe, and Owen, and Baxter, be studied and mas- 
tered. But can they school me, for example, into the 
real knowledge of sin, or of Christ's excellency, or of the 
Spirit's work f As soon may a blind man be tutored into 
the knowledge of colours by a course of lectures on optics. 
Bishops and Presbyteries take account of the attainments 
of students in Greek, and in Latin, and in Philosophy. 
We find no fault with this. But do they see to it, that 
(as far as man can decide) the spiritual virion has been 
given F for otherwise, the whole enterprise is rain. ** It 
is absolutely necessary," says Whitefield, in one of his 
sermons, ''for all ministers, before they undertake to 
preach the gospel to others, that they be taught of 

God I would exhort all people who are entrusted 

with the laying on of hands on those that are sent to 

preach, to examine into their experience If they 

are not renewed and converted, and give not a satisfactory 
account of the work of God in their hearts, let their 
qualifications be what they will, they ought to be dis- 
missed." It is written by a greater than Whitefield — 
"The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are foolishness unto him : neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 

Let us not be misunderstood. We are not Quakers. 
We reject as a blasphemous impiety, that doctrine of the 
"inward light" which dissociates the Sj^rit's teaching from 
the Written Word. We reject, as scarcely less offensive 
to the Lord, the presumptuous pietism ({jFg.^t|ose, who. 
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because God may have been pleased^ in tbe sovereignty 
of his grace^ to employ as his witness a fisherman^ or a 
blacksmith, or a ploughman^ whose learning was all 
embodied within the four corners of his Bible^ do not 
anxiously seek to accoutre themselves in whatever of 
human learning the highest style of a theological educa- 
tion may place within their reach. But let it never 
be forgotten, that the great Educator of a true ambassador 
of Christ is the Holy Ghost. They are his prelections 
which alone can instruct our students and our ministers 
in the mind of God. There might go forth from our 
halls, a Michaelis, a Rosenmiiller, a Griesbach, a Mill, a 
Scholz — our pulpits might be filled with adepts in 
criticism and in theological systematising, — and yet the 
poor hungering soul receive nothing at their hands but 
the very husks which the swine do eat. 

But not only must the message be known, — it must 
likewise be given forth, as Christ himself gave it forth. 
We do not refer now to the tone — the mode of con- 
veyance, — we shall come to that point immediately ; but 
simply to the exposition of the message, so that it shall reach 
the ear of the hearer in the form in which it issued from the 
mouth of the Lord himself. Paul speaks of some who 
" corrupted the Word of God." Elsewhere he speaks of 
certain "high things" {b-^/ufiara) which "exalt them- 
selves against the knowledge of God." To a few forms 
of such b-^lufiara — such "corrupting," or marring, or 
adulterating of the message, we take leave for an instant 
to advert. 

(1.) Where system is suffered to overbear thefreeness 
of the Gospel-offer. — We remember the time when we 
should have deemed it impiety to proclaim in the pulpit 
Christ^s welcome, to every returning sinner, without 
prefacing and closing the invitation with a saving 
clause respecting the sinner's inabilitv and Modi's absolute 
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sovereignty. The consequence was, that unwittingly we 
'' corrupted tbe Word of God.'' In seeking to set up a 
fence around God's attributesi we barred the euquiring 
sinner's way into the kingdom. It is miserable work 
this. Why not suffer God to be his own guardian f He 
does not shrink from o£fering a cordial welcome, un- 
encumbered by any reserving "but." Some of our 
readers may not have forgotten the flash of holy indigna* 
tion (the term is not too strong) which lighted up the 
eye of Chalmers when, speaking of this mode of dealbg 
with God's message, and figuring the alternative whether 
some village-congregation should be handed over to the 
ministrations of an Arrainian Methodist, or to ministra- 
tions of the kind now indicated, he declared his un- 
hesitating preference for the '' Wesleyan, with all his 
Arminianism," to "one of your stiflF buckram Calvinists," 
who should tremble to preach a free salvation, lest his 
Calvinism should suffer damage. It was like the saga- 
cious man . Are there no such " stiff* buckram Calvinists " 
in our pulpits at the present day 7 none, who, in their 
zeal against some prevailing heresy, have substituted for 
the simple gospel of Christ the wranglings of theological 
disputation ? Souls cannot live on mere negations."!^ 

* An instmctive example of the sort of preaching which the 
Holy Spirit blesses, we have in the Song. In chap. v. 5, we find the 
» daughters of Jerusalem** ignorantly, and somewhat sceptically, 
replying to the Bride's inquiry after her absent Lord, " What is 
tby Beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge 
us ?** What does the Bride reply ? She simply holds up Christ, 
commending his glory, as " altogether lovely.** And what is the 
result? The ** daughters*** hearts are attracted; they also would 
tee thia "Chief among ten thousands.*' "Whither,** they now 
inquire, concernedly, " is thy Beloved gone, O thou fairest among 
women? Whither is thy Beloved turned aside? that we may 
seek him with thee.** (chap. vi. 1.) We do not know a finer 
specimen anywhere of true gospel-preaching. Digitized by CjOOqIc 
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Of course^ it will not be imagined tbat we are enemies 
to system, — much less^ that we undervalue the importance 
of setting forth in its proper proportions ''the whole 
counsel of God/' We only mean that there is a proper 
time and a proper way, and that, if we alter the due 
collocation assigned to each part by God himself, we 
virtually alter the message itself.^i^ 

(2.) Where simplidty U Mcrificed to the ^* excellency of 
speech or of wisdom" — We are no advocates of twaddle. 
We refuse all unmanly simpering. We disown any 
sympathy with the presumptuous sentimentalism, which 
affects to despise the most careful pulpit-preparation. 
But there are two results of preparation. There is the 
htananly profound (if the expression may be allowed), 
which mere elaboration of intellect achieves. And there 
is the divinely simple, which, almost without effort, 
though not without deep earnest thought, issues from 
the Spirit-taught man. Of the humanly profound, an 
example occurs to us in the person of John Foster — that 
man of most huge mental calibre, yet whose ''excellency 
of speech and of wisdom '^ succeeded only in at first 
mesmerising, and latterly by degrees dispersing, the several 
congregations of worshippers amongst whom he succes- 
sively exercised his ministry. The divinely simple, 
again, is finely illustrated in the person of Robert 
M'Cheyne. No excellency of speech, nor any excellency 
of wisdom — all so simple, so clear, as to seem, at the first 



* In like manner, Christ*! person and Christ's atoning sacrifice 
are oftentimes separated, and set against each oUier. A doctrinal 
atonement without a personal living Saviour is a mere death- 
skeleton ; and a personal Christ withoat the relative doctrinal 
truth is only an amiable sentimentalism. Why should either be 
severed from the other? — All error originates in the distortion or 
exaggeration of truth. We believe that the error of Mr. Maurice 
and his followers has this origin. ^.^.^.^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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glanee, inteUectoally feeble ; but look at it again^ let down 
your aoonding-liney and the well whieh appeared ao 
aballow ia aeen to have a depth peculiar to the living 
Fountain of watera^ and which only a spiritnal man^a 
aoanding-line can fathom. Such simplicity ia the very 
esaence of the truly profound ; it is the simplicity of the 
emanations from tlie very intellect of God; it is the 
simplicity which Gbbriel would glory in, could he come 
forth from before the throoe, and proclaim in a pulpit, in 
all its virgin freshness, the message of God's salvation ; it 
is the simplicity which a greater than Gabriel did glory in, 
whilat be walked about the earth, speaking so profoundly, 
and withal so simply, that the very ''common people 
heard him gladly/' Now, it is this result of preparation 
— this divine, Christ-like simplicity, which the other — 
mere human elaboration — is ever ready to overbear. 
'' We ahould constantly suspect,'' writes one, himself no 
driveller, but a well-instructed scribe, ''and dread all 
mere effort of mind, while listening to the words of our 
pn^het ; that is, while reading (and so while expounding) 
the Scriptures. I am never conscious that God is my 
teaeher when I am putting my mind to an effort. The 
Spirit is a reatfy teacher, as well as a read;/ writer; and 
the light of the Spirit, though it may shine at timea 
through our darkness dimly, yet will always evidenoe 
itself with more or less certainty. And let us remember 
also, that it is a temple light — a light that suits the 
sanctuary. It was in the holy place that the candlestick 
.stood ; and so the intelligence that is awakened in the 
soul by the Holy Ghost is attended by the spirit of 
devotion and communion. It is a temple light still, and 
ever leads us to God himself." 

One word more on this point of simplicity. It is 
euential to tntelligibleneie. The first requisite of any 
speaker ia to gain the ear of his audience, ^i^ J* 
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plain enough. Yet hovr comparatively seldom is the 
axiom acted on by the preacher ! In a popular assembly, 
the speaker is compelled to act on it, if he is to attain his 
end at all; the restlessness and murmuring which im- 
mediately hail the uttering of *^ dark sentences/' hint 
to him, in no unmistakeable language, that either he 
must speak intelligibly, and speak to the question, or — 
sit down. In a congregation, the restlessness and mur- 
muring of the popular assembly are metamorphosed by 
the solemnity of the place into a simple listlessness ; the 
speaker, thus sheltered, moves doggedly on with his sub* 
ject, dull and dark, yet all the while complacently won- 
dering at the intellectual hebetude or the spiritual apathy 
of his hearers, and, it may be, giving expression to his 
wonder in terms of no measured displeasure ; come what 
will, however, — let the half of the audience be asleep, and 
the rest, though with eyes still unclosed, be virtually 
asleep, too, — the prepared demonstration must proceed — 
the Q. E. D. must be reached. Does such preaching gain 
its end ? Foster did find, in one of the congregations to 
which he successively ministered, a little knot of savans 
(there were four or five of them, always sitting together 
in one comer of the hall), who, amid the general languor, 
manifested, by their interested countenances, that to them 
at least his dissertations were not dry and unintelligible : 
and so, consoled by their sympathy, he went on, Sabbath 
after Sabbath, not attempting to let himself down to the 
level of the others, but soaring aloft in his aerial flight as 
really away from the poor perishing souls of the congrega- 
tion, as if he had been discoursing to a people in the 
stars. Look, again, at Whitefield ; — no mysterious hiero- 
glyphics — no dark sentences — no fine disquisitions. '* I 
have come to you,'' he would say, *' in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, and I must and will be heard.'^ He had 
an urgent business to transact for his Master with each 

igitized by VjOOQ It 
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man in the congregation* Snch a preacher^ on such an 
errand j most be simple — must be understood.* White- 
field, not Foster^ sat for Bunyan's picture. The man 
*' stood as if he pleaded with men.'' 

(3.) Where Scriptwre is accommodated. This is an ^/oi^cmx 
of a crying kind. It is to degrade the Bible into a mere 
dictionary of synonyms. It is to quench the voice of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Let us explain what we mean. We do not mean that 
it is unlawful on any occasion to employ a Scripture phrase 
as a suggestive motto or illustration. But we do mean^ 
that, even as the proper function of the expounder of 
God's works is to ''ask questions" (as Lord Bacon has 
expressed it in his '* Organon") ''at Nature/' so the pro- 
per function of the expounder of God's word, is to '^ ask 
questions" at the Bible, and at each particular text in the 
Bible, with the simple desire of ascertaining, " What saith 
the Lord here?^' An example or two will show how the 
issue of turning aside from this proper function, is to 
"corrupt the word of God." The text, "Looking unto 
Jesus" (Heb. xii. 2), is manifestly intended to direct the 
eye to Jesus, not in His general character and office as 
the Saviour, but in his walk and struggle of faith, carried 
through in unwavering dependence on His Father's word 
and oath. And yet what more common than to hear this 
text employed, not in this its distinctive and only right 
sense, but as the groundwork of an exposition of Christ's 
entire work. Or, to take another text in the same chapter, 
" Compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses" 

^ We have heard of Whitefield, that if, in preaching a sermon, 
any part of it was observed not to UU^ he took care, in preaching it 
again, never to reproduce that 

We are very sure there is much to be learned by almost all 
preachers on diis point of iimplicitjf. Dull or abstruse sermons . 
make dull congr^iations. digitized by ^OOglC 
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(ver. 1). This is designed — occupying^ as it does, the 
position of an inference founded on the argument in the 
preceding chapter — to point to " the elders/' as witnesses 
to us of (jod^s faithfulness in making good that word in 
which he had enabled them to hope. And yet how often 
is it applied to these same " elders'' as witnesses of our 
actions — lookers-on ; — a doctrine which may or may not 
be a doctrine of God's word, but which manifestly is not 
taught here. Or again, the text, '' Whatsoever is not of 
faith, is sin" (Bom. xiv. 23), taken in its connexion, 
plainly means, that whatever a man does, concerning the 
lawfulness of which he is even in doubt, t*^. has not his 
mind made up — has not ^' faith," is sin. Yet is it at all 
unusual to deduce firom it the doctrine, that whatsoever 
a man dpes, so long as that man is not personally in a 
condition of acceptance through faith in Christ Jesus, is 
sin f What is this, but to put man in the place of God 
— to substitute for the holy oracles the fancies and 
vagaries of the worm f It is nothing to say, that the 
thing is true in itself. The question is. Is it the truth 
taught by the Spirit in that passage? for if not, the 
word is "corrupted," — the sword of the Spirit is np 
longer there. 

We might multiply these examples without limit 
Those here given are enough to indicate what we mean 
by Scripture-accommodation. One passage farther, how- 
ever, let us notice, — and we quote it as a specimen of a 
large class of the same kind. It occurs in 2 Thess. iii. 
6 — "Patient waiting for Christ." The cognate passages 
referred to are those which speak of the " coming ^' or 
" appearing" of Jesus Christ. Now, in what manner do 
we find those passages often dealt with ? Why, on the 
allegation (derived from some preconceived theory) that 
they cannot possibly mean the Lord's personal coming, 
they are resolved into witnesses for another truth al- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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together — the fact of the believer's death. To the be^ 
lierer^ it is said^ the two things are synonymous ; to him 
the hour of death is the hoar of Christ's coming* And 
80^ to fix the eye on death, is to fix the eye on his Lord's 
appearing. But surely if the Holy Ghost had meant this, 
he would have said this. He has spoken concerning the 
beUever^s death — concerning the shortness and uncertainty 
of his wildemess-joumey, and concerning the bearing of 
this truth on his work. And, in expounding the texts 
which touch on this topic, the preacher will find (if he 
seeks for it) the precise place marked out by the Spirit, 
which he designs that it should hold in the soul's divine 
life. He has spoken, however, in addition, of the Lard's 
appearing^ spoken of it as an event to be waited and 
watched for by the believer with joyful expectation — as 
an event on which Christ's own eye is fixed most in- 
tently, and on which he desires that his troubled people 
should, in sympathy with himself, fix their longing eye. 
And he has assigned the precise place which this event 
is to hold as a motive power in the man's spiritual dyna- 
mics. Nay more, he has exhibited its experimental 
working in the hidden life with a largeness and a fre- 
quency which prove that in his hand it is perhaps the 
mightiest of all stimulants for sustaining the soul in its 
trials, and for urging it forward in its work. Yet all this 
precious provision of the loving Spirit is, by the process of 
foaion to which we now refer, put away at one fell swoop, 
«-as if the Church now, in the coming tempest of these 
last days, could aflbrd to dispense with what neither 
Enoch, nor Job, nor David, nor Paul, nor Peter, nor John, 
eould want. We submit that a just view of the plenary 
inspiration of Scripture — as given not ramblingly, and at 
random, and aimlessly, but advisedly and at the biddmg 
at once of infinite wisdom and of infinite love, each Pai^^qqq[^ 
of the provision having a distinct correlative want in the ^ 
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beUefer's sonl^ which that soal^ in order to prosper and be 
m hnUkt wa$t hoe aM|^lied ('' all Scriptnre is profit'^ 
«6b'^— ' demandr a iwipa immmAtk haadltisag oC aack 
texts. '^ Surely I come quickly; Amen/' is the B^ride% 
groom's cry. It is designed as a word of comfort and of 
quickening to the waiting, watching Bride. What is her 
response? Not "Yea, Lord, let me die quickly;'* but, 
" Even so, come. Lord Jews" That is her fitting, and 
withal most comforting, posture. Her *' redemption 
draweth nigh ;" meanwhile she is " saved by hope." 

This textual preaching, as opposed to Scripture-accom* 
modation, is of the last importance for many reasons. To 
these we cannot now advert in detail. Two reasons only 
let us state : 1st Nothing else secures edifying variety 
in pulpit-ministrations. The cycle of man^s ideas — even 
in the case of the most ingenious — is very contracted, 
very quickly travelled over : a few months of that cycle, 
and both preachers and hearers are back at the point of 
starting. And what follows f round, and round, and round 
again, in one dull, unvarying, dreary uniformity. The 
cycle of Crod^e ideas, on the contrary, is, like himself, 
infinite; hence the preaching of these ideas — in other 
words, textual preaching — has in it an interest which 
never flags, and a freshness which never fades. 2d. No* 
thing else secures the profitableness of pulpit-ministrations. 
Does the preacher descant upon a subject f then his ob« 
ject throughout is to press into the service whatever may 
give compactness and eompletenesa to the edifice, and, it 
may be, to show his own skill in the rearing of it. But 
is he consciously in contact with the living Word? 
Then, remembering that the Word is given to be Heed 
upon, he asks the question, all the way along, " What end 
have I in view in saying this ? Is this fitted to be pro-' 
fitable? Is there a soul here whose case it is likely to 
suit t" Certain it is, God has uttered nothing in his word 
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whidi 18 not fitted to profit; that man, therefore, can 
alone be a faithfol steward of bis mysteries, who marks 
the present need, and brings out of the divine storehouse 
what is suited to that need. Anything else, whatever be 
the temptation to prodnce it, must be kept back. 

The man in the picture had the best of books in hia( 
hand, and the law of truth was written on his lips* 

2. We hasten now to the second essential requisite in 
the personal outfit of a Ood-fumished minister. Standing 
*' in Christ's stead,'' he must not only have Christ's word, 
but also and especially have Christ's heart. 

** A man," remarks Boston, *' cannot be a minister m 
faro Dei, though he may inforo eeclesia, without grace in 
his heart." We stay not now to establish this. We 
assume it as proved ; not, alas t that there are no ministers 
tn foro eeclni^f who are wholly destitute of grace, but 
because we are about to occupy higher ground. 

To be a sueoessful minister, there must be the eoneckme 
walking in the feUowship of the Father and of the Son, 
It is possible to preach without this felt fellowship — pos- 
sible to exhibit in all its fulness the gospel of the grace 
of Ood— possible to warn the unconverted to flee from 
the wrath to come — possible to deal with the blood- 
washed family, to lay bare the family snares, to ply them 
with the family duties, to tell them of the family hopes 
and the family inheritance. But to preach in sympathy 
with the heart cf Jesus^ the indispensable preliminary is 
to realise the assurance of personally standing underthe 
smile of Jehovah's face.* 

* We have heard of a minister, now departed, who, during a 
lengthened ministry, had maintained a moet respectable uame as a 
steward of 6od*s mysteries. He was seized with a serious illness* 
A brother in the ministry, who iVequently was at his bed-side, q[^ 
Ibond him now, as the realities of eternity began to eome very ^ 
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A glance at the leading features of the tpirituel^ of 
the Christ-like minister^ will demonstrate this. Of 
course^ it is a likeness in Jdnd we indicate, not in degree. 

(1.) He is in earnest. The issues of his work are in 
eternity: that makes him earnest. ''I paint for eter-* 
nity/' said an ancient painter^ meaning that his work was 
designed for the eye not of that generation only^ but of 
all succeeding ages: And^ animated by this phantasm^ 
Zeuxis was an earnest painter. The Christ-like preacher 
has before him a real eternity ; the wail of the damned^ still 
deepening and deepening as ages run on^ is ringing, as it 
were, daily in his ear: Can he, listening to that wail, 
and seeing before him living men, who^ if they remain 
unchanged^ must in a little while be in the fiery 
lake^ themselves the lost wailers, fail to warn — to plead 
— to beseech in earnest? " Cry aloud, spare not,'* is the 
counsel of Him^ before whose eye that entire eternity is 
naked : the preacher, whose heart sympathises with the 
divine heart, hastens to fulfil the behest, — only lamenting 
that even in the moments of his deepest concern he is 
but skimming, as it were, the surface of that heart. It 
was a cutting reproach which Garrick addressed to the 
Bishop of London, wh^, being asked one day by his 

near, in not a little spiritual darkness. Text after tejQb of the Word 
was quoted ; but still no light At last one morning early, as the 
brother who had left him the night before in this state, returned to 
the sick chamber, he was saluted by a voice of gladness. *' Now^ 
said the jojrful man, ** all is well." The window of the room looked 
out to the street, where there were passing, at the time, many of 
the people to their work. The minister looked at them*~thc^ 
were part of his own flock : his eyes filled with tears ; his boweb 
were yearning over them ; and he exclaimed, ^ Now I could 
preach I " His former preaching he did not deem preaching at alL 
But his course was ended. He never rose firom that bed. 

* We use the term in a sense more limited than oi^ jSallle 
neighboois would admit Digitized by vjOOQIC 
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lordship, how it came to pass that all London was flocking 
to listen to his fictions, whilst the congregations as* 
sembling to hear the preachers of the truth might be 
counted by scores or by dozens. '' The reason is this/' 
said the player ; " you speak your truths as if they were 
fictions; we speak our fictions as if they. were truths.^' 
Unlike, however, the earnestness of the%; actor, preach" 
ing earnestness cannot be assumed. Some try to assume 
it. They are noisy, vehement, almost violent. But the 
Christ-like earnestness is not the earnestness of mere 
nature; it is the calm, deep utterance of an intensely 
moved soul. In that last and great day of the feast, 
Jesus stood, and cried ; but the cry was too earnest to 
be noisy. Ezekiel sounded the trumpet; Isaiah lifted 
up his voice like a trumpet; but whilst, like a trumpet's 
shrill blast, the proclamation was so distinct as to reach 
the ears of all, it was so earnest as to go home to every 
hearer's heart. It is this sort of earnestness which 
Herbert, in his own quaint way, describes as ^'dipping 
and seasoning all one's words and sentences in one's hearty 
before they come into the mouth, so that the hearers 
may plainly perceive that every word is heart-deep."* 

* Coleridge, in his '* Aids to Reflection,** has quoted the fol- 
lowing words of Leighton, entitling them, ''Of the Worth and 
Duties of the Preacher :**— 

"The stream of custom and our profession brings us to the 
Preaching of the Word, and we sit out our hour under the sound ; 
but how few consider and prise it as the great ordinance of God 
for the salvation of souls, the beginner and the sustainer of the 
Divine life of grace within us I And certainly, until we have 
these thoughts of it, and seek to feel it thus ourselves, although 
we hear it most frequently, and let slip no occasion, yea, hear it 
with attention and some present delight, yet still we miss the right 
use of it, and turn it from its true end, while we take it not as 
&uU engrqfled word which is able to save our sords^ Jam. i. 21 . qOqIc 

•* Thus ought they who preach to speak the word ; to endeavour ^^ 
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And the earnestness is not a mere pulpit-eamest^ 
ness: he is in earnest wherever he goes. Some are 
very earnest about '' the dying of the Lord Jesus'' in 
their pulpits, but they do not '' carry it about with 
them;'' the Crucified One is not their companion in 
their journeys^ or at their tables, or in their visits, — save^ 
indeed, when some formal introduction of him is expected, 
on occasion of a sickness, or of a funeral, or of a bereavement, 
or of a pastoral address. The result is, the earnestness, 
when it does appear, comes to be regarded as something 
merely professional. The Christ-like minister, on the 
contrary, is himself everywhere: he is (jod's watchman, 
keepmg God's watch; and wherever he finds a dying 
sinner, there is his post^ and he may not desert it. 
Whatever house he enters, ''the perfume of the ointment" 
fills it. Like Jesus, it is his meat to do the will of his 
Father ; and that will is, that he be as a light shining in 
a dark place. The ''awkwardness'' which stops the 
mouths of others, he feds, but may not regard. The 
sneer of the ungodly, and, what is far more trying, the 

their utmost to aooonunodate it to this end, that sinners may he 
converted, begotten again, and helievera nourished and strength- 
ened in their spiritual life ; to regard no lower end, but aim steadily 
at that mark. Their hearts and tongues ought to be set on fix^ 
with holy zeal for €rod and love to souls, kindled by the Holy 
Ghost, that came down on the apostles in the shape of fiexy 
tongues. 

^ And those that hear, should remember this as the end of 
their hearing, that they may receive spiritual life and strength by 
the word. For though it seems a poor despicable business, that 
a flrail sinful man like yourselves should speak a few words in 
your hearing, yet, look upon it as the way wherein God oommn* 
nicates happiness to those who believe, and works that believing 
unto hi^piness, alters the whole frame of the soul, and makes a 
new creation, as it begets it again to the inheritance of glory. 
Consider it thus, which is its true notion ; and thm, wimt^ can te 
•0 predous?" s' ''^^ by^OO^K 
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eold sOence with which his disooorse aboat Christ is often 
greeted by his own brethren in the ministry^ are barriers 
loo feeble to dam up in its coarse a flood so full as that 
which ia welling upward from his overflowing heart. Such 
a man's earnestness is felt to be not professional^ but 
personal; and suek earnestness is never uusuceessfuL 
We have already alluded^ in this paper, to M'Cbeyne* 
The writer of these pages traversed, some time sinoci the 
route of that sainted man through various regions of the 
East, and was strudc to find, again and again, the fragrance 
of his visit as sweet in the memories of some as if he had 
left them only the preceding day. He had carried about 
with him the dying of the Lord Jesus ; and the spike* 
nard, still sending forth its smell, proved that he had not 
earried his Beloved about with him in vain* And id 
Scotland — to reckon up the number of the Bethany* 
families, where the ointment-perfume still lingers, weeeto 
reckon up almost in order his visits and his sogooraings* 
No wonder that of him it should be written, that, on the 
last occasion that he ever preached, m sinner was arrested 
and attracted to Chri^ ainsply by the preacher's manifest 
holiness and eaniestness. 

(2.) He is tender-hearted. — No feature of a Christ- 
like minister is so peculiarly and distinctively his own as 
this. How tender a preacher was Jesus I We believe 
he never spoke without conveying to his hearers the 
impression that he loved them with intensest afiection^ 
His tears at the grave of Lazarus, and his tears on the 
Mount of Olives, were only two more visible emanationa 
of that compassionate heart which yearned over poor 
sinners horn the first moment of his ministry when, in 
the synagogue at Naaateth, ** they wondered at the 
gracious things which proceeded out of his mouth,'' to 
its closing scene on Calvary, where, expiring amidst the 
hootings and execrations of his murderers, he cried. 
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" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do/' 
Nor, even when at times he was constrained to speak 
severely, did his tenderness ever for an instant forsake 
him. " Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers ! how can 
ye escape the damnation of hell 7^' These are severe 
words ; yet, could the tones of the voice which uttered 
them be heard now, and the eye be seen now as it rested 
on the guilty congregation, they would tell, indeed, of 
a holy and just indignation, but they would tell no less 
emphatically of an unchanging pity, which took no 
pleasure in the wicked's death. And so has it been 
(each in his measure) with all Christ-like ministers in 
every age. The pathos of him who " would that his 
head were waters, and his eyes a fountain of tears, that 
he might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of his people,'^ and of him who, at Ephesus, '' ceased not, 
by the space of three years, to warn every one night and 
day with tears;" — that is true preaching.* 

(3.) He is self-denying and self-emptied. — It is hard to 
nature to be " nothing.*' It is styled, in the Bible, cru- 
cifixion: and the heart of each believer tells him that 
such 18 the agonising process. Yet, lingering and ex- 
cruciating as the death is, self must die. But the death 
is inflicted in mercy. It was mercy to Israel that he was 
taken into the valley of Achor, and that the accursed thing 
was searched out and utterly destroyed : the valley of Achor 
became a door of hope — the men of Ai fell. So is it 
mercy to the Israelite now, when, an "image of jealousy" 
having been set up in the entrance to the sanctuary {hi$ 
soul is the sanctuary), the fire of the Lord's jealousy goes 
forth against it and consumes it: it is a fiery ordeal — a 
trial to the flesh; — still real mercy; for did the image 

♦ Isaac Taylor says of Weuley :— " A MtncHty belonged to him, 
which those near him felt, as if it were a power, with which the 
atmosphere was fraught.*' Digitized by CjOOglC 
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remain, the Lord himself would have to leave (see Ezek. 
viii. 3-6) — the idol and the ark cannot dwell together 
under one roof. 

If $elf be the bane of the believer, how much more is 
it the bane of the minisfry ! Coleridge has enshrined 
among bis aphorisms the following words of Leighton : — 

^ It is a baae, poor thing for a man to seek himself; fkr below 
that royal dignity that is here put upon Christians, and that 
priesthood joined unto it. Under the law, those who were squint- 
eyed were incapable of the priesthood : truly, this squinting toward 
our own interest, the looking aside to that, in God^s affairs espe- 
cially, so deforms the face of the soul, that it makes it altogether 
unworthy the honour of this spiritual priesthood.** 

Boston has thus written on the same theme; — the 
passage occurs in his " Soliloquy on the Art of Men- 
Fishing :'* — it is so truthful, and so deeply solemn, that 
we quote it at length : — 

** The applause of the world is nothing worth. It b hard to 
be gotten ; for readily the applause of the unlearned is given to 
him whom the learnt despise, and the learned applaud him whom 
the common people care not for. And when it is got, what have 
you P A vain empty puff of wind. They think much of thee ; 
thou thinkest much of thyself ; and, in the meantime, God thinks 
nothing of thee. . . . Let this scare thee, O my soul, fVom seeking 
thyself. 4. Ck>nsider that, seeking thy own glory is a dreadful 
and abominable thing. (1.) In that thou then puttest thyself in 
God*8 room. His glory should be that which thou shouldest aim 
at, but then thy base self must be sacrificed too. O tremble at 
this, O my soul, and split not on this rock, othenvise thou shalt 
be dashed in pieces. (2.) In that it is the most gross dissembling 
with God that can be. Thou pretendest to preach Christ to a 
people ; but, seeking thy own glory, thou preachcst thyself and 
not him. Thou pretendest to be commending Christ and the ways 
of Crod to souls, and yet, in the meantime, thou conmiendcst thy* 
•elfl Will Christ sit with such mocking of him ? O my soul, 
beware of it ; look not for it, but for his glory. Christ will be 
avenged on self-preaching ministers. (8.) In that it is base 
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treachery and eradty to the soals of hearers where a man seeks to 
please their fancy more than to gain their souls, to get people to 
approve him more than to get them to approve themselves to God. 
This is a soul-murdering way, and it is dear-hought applause that 
is won hy the hlood of souls.** 

The College of the Propaganda thus writes to its 
missionaries; for even Rome may be our admoniaher 
here (though certainly Rome's actings are a strange com- 
mentary on the admonitions) : — 

** Missionariis nihil est presumptione, inanique gloriA, pericnlo* 
sins; ilia enim, que quondam ex angelo diabolum fedt, simnl 
atque missionarii animum invasit, opus Dei in ipso destmit, dam 
supra qu&m possit ille, aggredi non erubesctt Hsec vero speratam 
multorum annorum mercedem uno momento eripit, dum enim 
gloriam furatur Deo, ad justam indignationem eum provocat, qui 
suam gloriam alteri non dahit Quapropter suas omnes diabolus 
vires adhihet, ut lasthalia haec missionario venena inspiret, quod si 
unquam potuerit assequi, opus et operarium continuo perdit* Ergo 
illius ob oculos ponit procurandam majorem Dei Christique glo- 
riam, ingentem animarum omnino derelictarum messem, Christia- 
namque religionem ubique terrarum diffundendam ; delude quibus 
polleat ille, turn gratia?, turn natnne dotes baud contemnendas 
snbblandiendo explicat Unde deceptus in multa se imprudenter 
ingerit; paulatim solita orationis, examinum, interiorisque solitu- 
dinis exerdtia negligit ; ammo semper vagatur foras, aliisque quam 
debeat intentus, sui curam penltus algieit ; adeo ut, g^ratise Spiri- 
tusque sancti auxiliis uberioribus merito destitutus, inanis gloriie 
pateat telis, et continuo mat in pejora, parva quseque spemat^ 
obedientiffi jugum excutiat, nihilque nisi magnum et grandc medi* 
tetur et affectet. £x quibus facile conjicere est in quantas anxie- 
tates, erroresque, et peccata miserrhne provolvatur.** * 

It is very unlike Christ to be a self-seeking minister. 

* Monita ad Missionarios Sacne Congregationis de Propag. Fide* 
Romae, 1840. The whole of this book is well worthy of study. 
With the substitution of Christ and hii ghry^ for the Church and 
^ g^<^i i^ might be a model for any missMuary. The writer of 
these pages purchased it, some time ago, in the book-slum H>f the ■ 
Sacred College at Rome. Qi ^^^^ by ^OOglC 
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He did not seek his own glory, but his Father^s. Self 
was wholly sunk in Jesus. So, in the degree in whieh 
vay minister is like Christ, is self crucified and loathed. 
It is said of John Flavel, that he always brought with 
him into the pulpit a broken heart and moviug affections. 
Were there more of this, there would be less of homage 
to the opinion of man. Did the heart ache more for sin> 
and the head ache less for mere study, self would have a 
tmaller space left to it in the preacher's soul. 

One branch of ministerial self-denial we cannot pass 
on without noticing. Some there are, who cannot 
preach to any purpose,- except in pleasant outward cir* 
cumstances. With a large congregation before them — 
a well-filled church, they get on admirably. But send 
them to a thin meeting, and they seem like a magician 
without his wand. Or ask them to go to the streets or 
villages, — they shrink from the thought of a thing 
so very unusual, so very undignified, so very unpleasant ? 
Is this self-denial ? Is this like Him who, *' wearied 
with his journey, sat on the well,'' preaching to one poor 
woman f Is it like Him who, on the shore of the sea 
of Galilee, preached to crowds of sinners? Is it like 
Him who, in Decapolis, preached, in the open fields, to a 
people so heartless and stiff-necked, that they ended with 
bidding him away from their coasts? Is it like Him 
who, in the villages and on the public streets of Jeru- 
salem, preached, amidst the scorn of the respectable 
formalists of the day, to gatherings of publicans and 
sinners? Did He deem such work beneath ministerial 
dignity, or a work at least to be reserved only for certain 
brethren who had no character for dignity to lose? 
The truth is, a man, to fit him for such work, must 
have his heart full of love to souls ; he needs to be 
baptiaed from above for it: external helps are very 
much withdrawn, and so he can encourage himself only 
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in his God. Hence the signal blessing which generally 
attends this kind of work. It is honouring to God to 
witness for him, whether publicly or privately, at the 
cost of self 'denial: and those that honour God, he will 
honour. 

(4.) He is mtich alone with God and with his own 
soul, — ''Three things (said Luther) make a divine — 
meditation, temptation, and prayer.^' '' An hour of 
solitude (writes Coleridge) passed in sincere and earnest 
prayer, or in conflict with, and conquest over, a single 
passion in subtle hosom sin, will teach us more of thought, 
will more effectually awaken the faculty, and form the 
habit, of reflection, than a year's study without them.'** 
A time like the present is peculiarly ensnaring, in draw- 
ing away the minister from his closet. The stir, and 
bustle, and demand for outward work, are so engrossing, 
that the solitude is, by many, scarcely known .f This is 
not Christ-like. Jesus was much alone. Night after 
night he retired to a mountain apart to pray. It was 
there he got his tenderness, his zeal, his strength. The 
Christ-like minister must drink at the same fountain. 
Only thus can " out of his belly flow rivers of living 
water.*' The man in the picture had " his eye lifted 
up to heaven.'^ 



If such, then, be the spirituel of the true minister of 
Christ, it manifestly follows, that the only method of 
attaining it is to realise the blessedness of a conscious 
WALK WITH GOD. We iusist on this point, because we 
believe it to be all-important. And we must be for- 

* Aids to Reflection. 

t It is a very serious considenition whether so much time 
ought to be expended upon the mere secular ** serving of tables,** 
which, in various parishes, have usurped, we feajr,ihe nlaoe due to 
" the ministry of the word and to prayei^'^ed by VjOOg It 
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giveDj in closings for pressing npon the brethren the 
necessity of such a walk.* We mean not that you should 
seek it, because it will make you godly, and spiritual, and 
useful ministers. There is a '^ snare of the fowler^' here, 
Bunyan tells us, how at one period of his spiritual 
history, his pride was fed by the reputation of being 
godly. '' Now I was, as they said (to use his o?m 
account of it, given in the ''Grace Abounding *0 become 
godly* • • . • But, oh 1 when I understood these were 
their words and opinions of mc^ it pleased me mighty 
welL For though, as yet I was nothing but a poor 
painted hypocrite, yet I loved to be talked of as one that 
was truly godly/' And, even where this snare may be 
escaped, another is ready, in the temptation to seek 
deeper spirituality, as a means mainly of attaining that 
success in the ministry on which the heart is honestly 
set. But we mean that you should delight yourselves in 
God ''far his own sake** — should frequent, for its own 
attractiveness^ the King's presence-chamber, — and that 
then, as a necessary consequence, the odour of the oint- 
ment will flow forth ; and, your eyes having seen Christ's 
glory, and your ears having heard his voice, you will be 
constrained '' to speak the things you have seen and heard." 
We remember a dear brother at Geneva remarking the 
momentousness of the distinction in preaching betwixt 
(to use the French mode of expression) the venez and the 
alleg. It if a most momentous distinction — the dis* 
tinction betwixt the preaching of the man who argu- 
mentatively, it may be, and with much vehemence, 
counsels the sinner to make an instant escape from 
Sodom, yet is so uncertain as to his own position per- 
sonally that he is able, in honesty, only to utter the cold 

* Thb Fftper was contributed by the writer originally to one 
of the Beviews: hence the somewhat wthoritative.^t^^iJrh^^Ql^ 
pervades certain of its parsgraphs. 
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" go'' (a counsel men will be slow to follow^ so long as 
they see the counsellor so unimpressed himself with the 
danger that he speaks as one still in the city)> and the 
preaching of the man who, himself dwelling consciously 
in the tent of the Lord^ calls — tenderly and affectionately 
calls — to the passers-by to '' come/' and he will tell them 
what the Lord hath done for his soul. We urge most 
earnestly such a near and abiding fellowship : it is at once 
the ''life" of your souls and the life of your ministry. 

And if ever there was a time when this duty was 
peculiarly urgent, it is now. The Lord is at hand. It 
is but a little while — it may be a very little while, — and 
the door, so wide open, shall be closed. There seems 
arising a conviction in many minds that the Church of 
God owes a duty to the souls of the perishing mauei, 
which it has not yet even once faced, fitr less discharged. 
Another Whitefield, and another Wesley, were lately 
invoked, and a band of devoted, God-baptized evangelists, 
who, coming forth from among the masses themselves, 
should go and preach in every court and alley the glad 
tidings, so that none should pass away into eternity from 
this Christian land, and be able to say they had never heard 
of the great salvation. We sympathise with the longing, 
not that we believe any great deliverance is to be accom* 
plished now until Jesus cometh, but that the Lord 
demands it as the means for gathering his little remnant 
out of every place. Only let us, instead of indulging in 
any mere fond longings after new sickles, see whether 
the old sickles may not receive from the Lord a new 
edge. Let that be given, and the ripened com shall be 
reaped. 
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